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Eden Smith and Sons’ floor plans for Wychwood
Branch, replicated at Beaches and High Park branches

FIRST RENQVATION AND ADDITION, 1979-80
STINJON MONTGOMERT SISAM ARCHITECTS

The original Queen Street entrance was turned into a bay
window and a new entrance was incorporated into a shed
addition on the west side. The renovated branch reopened on
26 September 1980. It had been listed on the City of Toronto’s

RANCH RISTORT

Prepared by Toronto Public Library staff for the 2016 Centennial
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FLANNING AND PAILDING TRE FERMANENT PRANCH,
1914-16 - EDEN SIITH AND SGNJ, ARCRITECTS

Beaches Branch was the last of three nearly identical libraries (together
with Wychwood and High Park) that the Toronto Public Library opened in
1916 with a $50,000 grant promised by the Carnegie Corporation of New
York on 25 November 1914. The final cost to build the branch was $17,200.
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and permanent(P) branch, 1913

Inventory of Heritage Properties on 1 October 1979.

West facade showing shed addition and new front entrance, about 2004

Adult Reading Room and Library, 1923

TEMFORART STOREFRONT DRANCH, OFERATED 1914-16

Responding to requests from local residents and politicians since 1910, the
Toronto Public Library Board opened its first Beaches Branch in a storefront on
Queen Street East at the northeast corner of Hambly Avenue on 2 March 1914,

Ig Beactes BrancH §{

Library Branch
For Beach Residents

Petition Made Nearly Four Years Ago
Has Borne Fruit,

On Monday afternoon the four-
teenth Public Libmrary will be opened
at the corner of Queen Street and
Hambly Avenue. This will be known
as the Beaches Branch, and it is the
result of a deputation which nearly
four years ago came to the Public
Library Board amd asked for a
Beaches Branch to be established.
The members of that memorable
deputation were Mrs. Campbell, Mrs.
Byfield, Mns. Watt, Mrs. Noble and
Mrs. Gay.

This librmary will be open on Tues-
day, Thursday and Saturday of each
week from 2 to 6 and frrom 7 to 9.
Miss Nelson, of the Church Street
Library, will be in charge, and already
some hundreds of Beach residents
have taken advantage of the day for
registnation.

Branch opening, 2 March 1914

FROVIDING LIDRARY SJERVICE, 1916-79

Beaches Branch opened on 13 December 1916, and soon became an
important part of the cultural life of the community. In addition to
providing reading materials and children’s activities, the branch was
a pioneer in offering innovative programming such as art exhibits,
concerts, book lovers' evenings and dramatic performances.

'BEACHES LIRRARY OPEN.

Building Modelled After the Grammﬁ.r
School. L) 4

!

The new public library at Kew |

Beach, Toronto, modelled after the
grammar schools of Shakespeare's

day, is open. Mr. N. B. Gash, K.C.,

Chairman of the Library Board, pre-|
sided at the opening, and he was sup-

ported by a number of educationists. |

 Mr. George H. L.ocke, Chief Librarian,
described the work done and the aims

of the institution. “In such a type.
of room Shakespeare studied and.
read, and it is the latest and best type'
Iun the continent. It is a gift to you,

and not bought with your taxes. Do
Iyuu know that an assessee at $1,000
| contributes only twenty-five cents to
public libraries?”

Mr. Carson, Provincial Inspector of

Public Libraries, said that the To-|

ronto branch, libraries & compared
favorably with any in the States.’
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Beachés Library Drama League, 1920
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Local_artist and author William Kurelek

]

(1927-1977) displayed his art and
conducted a program in 1975
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SECOND RENQVATION AND ADDITION, 2004-05 (JOINT VENTURE)
FAILLIF A. CARTER ARCRITECT & KINGSLAND-ARCHITECTS INC.

The original library entrance facing Queen Street was restored, and the west wing was
rebuilt with a two-storey addition overlooking Kew Gardens and Queen Street.
The branch closed on 17 April 2004 and reopened on 20 January 2005.

BEACHES BRANCH, TORONTO PUBLIC LIBRARY

storefront library opened in 1914 at the corner of Queen. Street East and Hambly Avenue. The new biiilding

was one of three nearly identical libraries (together with Wychwood and High Park) buil with & $50,000 grant W
to'the Toronto: Public Library fromi the Carnegie Corporation’ of New York. George Locke, the chief libririin,
wanted the!threebulld ings' ie *heing! to/the mindy of Hie people of tHie olitying districts some recollection of

. their, Scorrish and | Englishvillage type of architectire. " The Torone architectire firm Eden Smidy aid Sons
. completed the'design, *a decided revolr™ from the Classical styllng of eatlier Carniégie libraries-The
. bnckand swone building feariires an Upper floor modelled on'a Tudos Godic greas halls [¢ -
N boasts a soaring hammerbeamed ceiling, a plain stone fireplace, lead-glass casement
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a contest in 2007

City of Toronitn Inventory of Heritage Propertios
HERITAGE TORONTD 1006

windows, and &' minstrel gallery. The west wing, Bullt when dié library
was renovated and | restored!in) 2005; teplaces s 1980 addition: :
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Woodsworth, installed on 7 July 2005 and named in  Heritage Toronto plaque presented on 30 S

eptember 2006



